
With more than 30,000 students 
and 18,000 faculty and staff on 
campus, UC Irvine produces  about 
10,000 tons of solid waste 
annually—81% of which is diverted 
away from landfills by recycling and 
composting, thanks to our 
Recycling and Composting 
Program.



UCI FM Sustainability Team together with Strategic Communications created these Zero Waste signs to educate and benefit 
students and staff. These were created to guide students and staff in sorting their waste in 3 different bins. Every Zero Waste 
signs correlate with each other for easier recycling.



Big Belly bins are a set of landfill and recycling 
bins that compact material using energy from 
built-in solar panels. These new and 
innovative compactors hold up to five times 
more material than a standard street bin. 

Concrete bins around Ring Mall are retrofitted 
with standardized signage that use more images 
to help simplify recycling. 



More than 160 connected landfill and recycling bins that 
were distributed in general assignment classrooms. These 
bins are color-coded, connected, and have campus 
standardized signage to make recycling easier and give 
students the option to sort and recycle their waste.

In August 2016, we converted approximately 
10,000 recycling bins in offices and copy rooms 
from “mixed paper only” bins to commingled 
recycling bins. These bins will allow paper, plastic, 
metal, and glass (if they are CLEAN and DRY). 



UCI Dining has a 3 bin 
system consisting of 
landfill, compost and 
recycling bin. Compost 
bins are provided in all 
dining areas to divert all 
the food scraps away 
from landfill to help UCI’s 
diversion rate. Shadow 
boxes for compost, 
recycle and landfill are 
provided in some areas 
to educate users on how 
to properly sort their 
waste. 



In 2016, the Facilities Management 
Sustainability Team and the Housing 
Department fully deployed the food waste 
composting program in all on-campus 
housing communities. 
Depending on the style of housing 
(apartment vs. dormitory), each community 
received a compost bin to allow student 
residents to partake in the food composting 
program. 

•Middle Earth has 24, 2-gallon compost bins 
for each community kitchen
•Mesa Court has 29, 2-gallon compost bins 
for each community kitchen.
•Campus Village has 195, 2-gallon compost 
bins for every apartment unit. 
•Arroyo Vista has 42, 6-gallon compost bins 
for each themed housing.



UCI implemented a pilot 
program to recycle EPS 
Styrofoam. Campus 
laboratory buildings 
produce around 40-60 
cubic yards of Styrofoam 
material each month, 
which is enough to fill a 
whole train cart! Styrofoam 
collection bins have been 
placed at the loading docks 
of 10 laboratory and 
medical buildings across 
campus. 
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